
Reverend Dr. Michael James Oleksa

The Reverend Dr. Michael James Oleksa has spent the last 35 years in Alaska, serving as
village priest, university professor, consultant on intercultural relations and communications,
and authoring several books on Alaska Native cultures and history. A 1969 graduate of
Georgetown University and of St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary, Father Oleksa
earned his doctoral degree in Presov, Slovakia, in 1988.  His four-part PBS television series,
Communicating Across Cultures, has been widely acclaimed.
The recipient of numerous awards from local, state and federal agencies, as well as the
Alaska Federation of Natives, Father Michael has taught on all three main campuses of the
University of Alaska system and at Alaska Pacific University as well. He currently resides in
Anchorage with his Yup’ik wife, Xenia, his daughter Anastasia and one of his three
grandsons.


